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Poland drew closer towards Germany, this was because Herr Hitler
was now losing for Germany the position which Herr Stresemann
had recovered for her. Poland could afford to be on good terms with
either Germany or Russia in the measure in which either of these
ci-devant Great Powers was remote from the possibility of recover-
ing its historic birthright; and, on this showing, the marked im-
provement in Polono-German relations which followed the advent
of Herr Hitler to power was a good augury for the peace of Europe
but not for the elevation of 'the Third Reich3 to that pitch of power
which was the goal of Herr Hitler's ambitions in the international
field.
However that may be, the actual improvement in Polono-German
relations was unmistakable and prompt. The change of regime in
Germany found the two countries engaged in one of the bouts of their
chronic dispute over the status and conditions of the German minority
in Poland; and the ostentatious unveiling, on the 14th April, 1933,
of a memorial, with a provocative inscription, at a spot on the
Pomeranian frontier of post-war Germany, looking out over the
Corridor, seemed to proclaim the spirit in which 'the Third Reich'
intended to deal with its immediate neighbour on the east. Neverthe-
less, the advent to power, in Germany, of a Government committed
to the Hitler-Rosenberg programme of a sweeping eastward expansion
produced less of a flutter in Poland than in Russia (in spite of the fact
that, if this German programme were" put into action, Poland's turn
would necessarily come first as the inescapable penalty of her pro-
pinquity) ; and this Polish calmness was soon rewarded by a German
diplomatic demarche of the 4th May. On that day, the Polish Minister
in Berlin was received by Herr Hitler, and the German Minister in
Warsaw simultaneously by the Polish Minister for Foreign Affairs;
and it was publicly announced that, at both these meetings, the
representatives of the two countries had declared the intention of
their respective Governments 'to keep their attitude and their
actions strictly within the limits of existing treaties and dispassionately
to examine their common interest3. On the 15th November there
was an equally friendly conversation in Berlin between Herr Hitler
and a newly accredited Polish Minister, Monsieur Lipski; and these
deliberate mutual acts of goodwill in 1933 prepared the way for the
conclusion of the German-Polish Pact of the 26th January, 1934.
The reality of this general improvement in German-Polish relations
was attested in still more concrete and cogent terms by the local
improvement in the relations between Warsaw and Danjzig which
likewise set in, immediately and unmistakably, after the Nazis had